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10) With regard to Rule 2.00's section
(a) under the heading “INTERFERENCE”
(page 19 in the rulebook), please con-
sider the following situation:

The bases are loaded with no outs or one
out. The batter hits a grounder to the
pitcher and the pitcher immediately throws
to the catcher, with the runner from third
base being called either out or safe at
home. The cather then throws toward first
base, but the ball strikes the batter-
runner. The batter-runner is called for
interference because he was running out-
side the three-feet lane when struck by the
ball.

The clause “In the event the batter-runner

has not reached first base-----" at the
bottom of page 19 seems to suggest that
the runner from third base must return to
third base in this case. Could you please
explain what would be declared in this
situation in the U.S.Major League?

1 1) Batter runner is out. All runners includ-

ing runner from 3rd who is either safe or
out must return to base they held at the
time of the pitch.
This is Major League Ruling——I've en-
closed copy of rule that applies. Remem-
ber Runner from 3rd returns whether
safe or out.

12) 4.2 INTERFERENCE WITH INTERVEN-
ING PLAY:

Play : Play at the plate on runner
attempting to score ; runner is called safe.
A following play is made on the batter-
runner, and he is called out for interfer-
ence outside the three-foot lane.

Ruling : With less than two out, the run
scores and batter-runner is out. With two
out, the run does not count. The reasoning
is that an intervening play occurred before
the interference. Runners would return to
base last legally touched at time of inter-
ference. However, with two out, the run-
ner reached home on a play in which the
batter-runner was out before he reached
first base.
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14) The Japanese rulebook includes a clause
at the end of Rule 6.06(c) to cover the
judgment for a “run-down"” after batter’s
interference occurs :

If the catcher makes a play and causes a
runner to be involved in a run-down, and if
that runner reaches a base safely due to a
defensive error during the run-down, the
batter’s interference is no longer rele-
vant, Play proceeds as if'no violation had
been called.

The United States’ “Official Baseball
Rules” book does not seem to include a
rule for this situation, so can you please
explain how this run-down case is inter-
preted in the U.S.Major League?

15) 1t appears the Japanese Rule Book allows
your umpire to do something we can’t do.
Our rules require that anytime batter inter-
ference occurs and a play is made on a
runner who is declared safe under any
circumstance, Batter is declared out and .
all runners return to last base legally tou-
ched at the time of interference. ;
| can understand the Japanese ruling. It
makes sense. But our rule differs. :
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1) #RRAI7.08(d )E3C

He fails to retouch his base after a fair or
foul ball is legally caught before he,or his
base,is tagged by a fielder. He shall not be
called out for failure to retouch his base after
the first follwing pitch,or any play or attempt-
ed play.This is an appeal play;

2) EF2 | )ESTR, BMER TSRS 5187
3) #RAI2.02FEC

An APPEAL is the act of a fielder in claim-
ing violation of the rules by the offensive
team.
4) #RAI2.65FC

A RETOUCH is the act of a runnerinreturn-
ing to a base as legally required.
5) FRAI7.10(a) [FE] B

“Retouch,” in this rule,means to tag up
and start from a contact with the base after
the ball is caught. A runner is not permitted
to take a flying start from a position in back
of his base.

6) *RAU7.08% 1 bILEST

7.08 Any runner is out when —

7) #RA17.08(d )EXhO T EC TS 518
-

He fails to retouch his base after a fair or
foul ball is legally caught before he,or his
base,is tagged by a fielder. He shall not be
called out for failure to retouch his base after
the first follwing pitch,or any play or attempt-
ed play. This is an appeal play;

8) FEFEWMEX "7 FPHER 777

BAYE L X b EEHIBERETIET
(Z. BFICBEE i tnBIchERahi-
& =87,

9) FEEYUEST "=/ L. ITFHITE~K
O—EREIRUTLEID, £Hld, A
PERLIS THEDRNIZTL-15 L1
LA EETTLEAE BESLTULL
EWHEBRICE > TEELNT I MHZIEhD
Z &I,

10) #Al [t - —OFE] @EI—=i788)

MPE—ILIIEETERE N DD, FHE
IZ7E—ILEDOIDEHECL > T, €DE
HAEEsMzEnLThiFesiun, 7L
A Y —HR—ILEF(Z L TEISM7 (3L
2T By T E=IL LIS SISEB TRy,
T E—ILA TR TWS & &L, A—ILT
w FTlEaLy

1) _EEB10)DEL
An appeal should be clearly intended as an

appeal,either by a verbal request by the
player or an act that unmistakably indicates
an appeal to the umpire. A player,inadver-
tently stepping on the base with a ball in his
hand,would not constitute an appeal. Time is
not out when an appeal is being made.

12) AFEREYOERRRY (5 )RA18.05 [BEx] @
&L

Umpires should bear in mind that the
purpose of the balk rule is to prevént the
pitcher from deliberately deceiving the base
runner. If there is doubt in the umpire’s mind,

“intent” of the pitcher should govern.

ﬁ
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@OThe STRIKE ZONE is that
area over home plate the upper
limit of which is a horizontal
line at the midpoint between the
top of the shoulders and the top
of the uniform pants,and the
lower level is a line at the top of
the knees.The Strike Zone shall
be determined from the batter’s
stance as the batter is prepared
to swing at a pitched ball.

@The STRIKE ZONE is that
area over home plate the upper
limit of which is a horizontal
line at the midpoint between the
top of the shoulders and the top

of the uniform pants,and the
lower level is a line at the hol-
low beneath the kneecap. The
Strike Zone shall be determind-
ed from the batter’'s stance as
the batter is prepared to swing
at a pitched ball.

@The STRIKE ZONE is that
area over home plate the upper
limit of which is a horizontal

line at the midpoint between the

top of the shoulders and the top
of the uniform pants,and the
lower level is a line at the top of
the knees.The Strike Zone shall
be determinded from the batter’s

stance as the batter is prepared
to swing at a pitched ball.

@The STRIKE ZONE is that
space over home plate which is
between the batter’s armpits
and the top of his knees when he
assumes his natural stance. The
umpire shall determine the
strike zone according to the
batter’s usual stance when he
swings at a pitch.
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